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From: Navarro's Office, Councilmember [Councilmember.Navarro@montgomerycountymd.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2019 4:13:12 PM

To: Council President
Subject: FW: Brandy Brooks for Planning Board

From: Michelle W -

Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2019 11:04 AM

To: Navarro's Office, Councilmember <Councilmember.Navarro@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Rice's Office,
Councilmember <Councilmember.Rice@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Friedson's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Friedson@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Hucker's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Albornoz's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Albornoz@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Riemer's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Jawando's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Jawando@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Katz's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Katz@montgomerycountymd.gov>; councilmember.glass@mountgomreycountymd.gov

Subject: Brandy Brooks for Planning Board

Dear President Navarro, Vice President Katz, and members of the County Council,

Equity matters and for too long the voices of everyday residents in our county have been overlooked when it
comes to development and housing. As the Council hears updates on its racial equity and social justice
initiative, | wish to share my enthusiastic support for Brandy Brooks for the Planning Board.

Brandy is a committed resident who seeks to give all in our county a voice on issues related to housing and
development. Brandy brings years of experience in urban planning, community development, and creating
equitable housing solutions. We need Ms. Brooks's voice on the Planning Board to ensure the interests of all
residents are considered when making decisions. | know Brandy is one who will serve with integrity and an
open door policy to listen to the community. Through her dedicated participation in the community, she has
earned the support of local and regional environmental, justice, and community groups.

Personally, | want to see our boards and commissions reflect our people, not special interests. You all have a
unique opportunity to appoint someone who will bring more equity to our board for everyday residents and
create a more open climate to respond to the needs of residents. Brandy Brooks is the right choice for
Planning Board and a smart choice for chair as well.

I want to add that after listening to 6 of the 7 candidates at the LGBTQ+ forum last week, | was very
impressed with Brandy and Julian Haffner. | was also concerned and offended by the remarks made by
Charles Kauffman that seemed flippant towards the audience -- particularly people of color and religious
minorities. | know there were about two dozen candidates who applied for the Board, the final choice should
reflect the best ideas, the most innovative approaches to planning, and the most culturally competent.
Again, this makes Brandy Brooks a standout among your choices.

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter. i ,

Sincerely,
Michelle Whittaker

@
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From: "MCCouncil@App.MontgomeryCountyMD.gov"
<MCCouncil@App.MontgomeryCountyMD.gov>
Date: 6/10/2019 4:32:32 PM

To: "county.council@mccouncilmd.Imhostedig.com"
<county.council@mccouncilmd.Imhostedig.com>

Cc:
Subject: Appointment to Planning Board - Submitted By:Mr Brenton Hull - (Attn: All CMs,

Council Webform)
Dear Council-member:

I'm writing to ask that you appoint Brandy Brooks for an open position on the
Montgomery County Planning Board, either as a member or as the Chair.

I am really concerned about how the climate is changing and believe that we need
people who will plan solutions that will mitigate the impacts to our County infrastructure.
We need a strong voice who will treat the changing climate as a real emergency and
prioritize planning that focuses on sustainability and climate resilience. Brandy is also an
advocate for racial and social justice and will be a great asset in helping you to meet the
Climate Emergency Resolution Goals.

Thank you,
~-Brenton Hull

Close
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From: "MCCouncil@App.MontgomeryCountyMD.gov"
<MCCouncil@App.MontgomeryCountyMD.gov>
Date: 6/11/2019 9:54:08 AM

To: "county.council@mccouncilmd.Imhostediq.com"”
<county.council@mccouncilmd.imhostediqg.com>

Cc:
Subject: Planning Board in MoCo - Submitted By:Ms Sabine Dohrn - (Attn: All CMs,

Council Webform)

I am writing to you to urge you to support Brandy Brooks to become a member or the
Chair of the Planning Board. She has an excellent track record as a community organizer
who understands the climate emergency and will help holding the county council to its
goals in reducing greenhouse gases.

We need people like her that are on top of climate issues as well as being a strong social
justice advocate to protect our disadvantaged communities from undue and unjust
hardships.

Please support her for the Planning Board.
Respectfully

Sabine Dohrn

Close
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From: "MCCouncil@App.MontgomeryCountyMD.gov"
<MCCouncil@App.MontgomeryCountyMD.gov>
Date: 6/10/2019 10:26:35 AM

To: "county.council@®mccouncilmd.imhostediq.com"
<county.council@mccouncilmd.lmhostediq.com>

Cc:
Subject: Brandy Brooks for Planning Board - Submitted By:Mrs Nanci Wilkinson - (Attn:

All CMs, Council Webform)

Please support Brandy Brooks who has the experience, knowledge and energy to be an
outstanding Planning Board member. Thank you. Nanci Wilkinson

MCFACS
TCM MOCO
Cedar Lane UU Church
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From: "MCCouncil@App.MontgomeryCountyMD.gov"
<MCCouncil@App.MontgomeryCountyMD.gov>
Date: 6/10/2019 10:17:08 AM

To: "county.council@mccouncilmd.iImhostedig.com"
<county.council@mccouncilmd.lmhostediq.com>

Cc:

Subject: Brandy Brooks for the Planning Board - Submitted By:Mr Bill Christeson - (Attn:
All CMs, Council Webform)

HOUSTON

ELLICOTT CITY

PARADISE

WIND + SOLAR

LIFE
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From: Navarro's Office, Councilmember [Councilmember.Navarro@montgomerycountymd.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2019 9:05:21 AM

To: Council President

Subject: FW: In praise and support of William Kirwan

From: Kate Simpson «

Sent: Monday, Jjune 10, 2019 7:13 PM

To: Albornoz's Office, Councilmember <Councilmember.Albornoz@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Friedson's
Office, Councilmember <Councilmember.Friedson@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Glass's Office,
Councilmember <Councilmember.Glass@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Hucker's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Jawando's Office, Councilmember
<Counciimember.Jawando@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Katz's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Katz@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Navarro's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Navarro@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Rice's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Rice @montgomerycountymd.gov>; Riemer's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov>

Subject: In praise and support of William Kirwan

Dear Members of the Montgomery County Council:

We would like to recommend William (Bill) Kirwan for the open seat on the Montgomery County Planning Board. We have
known Bill as a friend for nearly 20 years, butT (Kate Simpson) have also hired him to design my DC office suite and relied
on him for his professional judgment as an architect and preservationist on more than one occasion. Throughout this time,
he has consistently impressed us with his integrity, his commitment to the community of Silver Spring and the County, and
his lucid and insightful judgment on many matters affecting our built and natural environment,

His background is extensive in support of the County. Here are just some examples:

-He is a life-long resident of Montgomery County.
-He is a product of Montgomery County Public Schools.

-He is the parent of MCPS students.
-He is an architect with a 31-year career focused on a community based practice in Montgomery County.

-He is a certified U.S. Green Building Council Leader in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED ¢ AP).
-He was a member of the Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission for the past 10 years (as Chairman the

last 5 years).
- He is an active member of his Sligo Park Hills civic association.
- He is a strong advocate for public outreach and participation and the critical and indispensabile role they play in good

decision-making.

Bill is the kind of leader that this County needs to ensure that its future takes into account the needs of all of its

residents. You could not have a person more dedicated to the County€s betterment than Bill Kirwan. We hope you give Bill
your full consideration for this open seat.

Sincerely,

Kate Simpson & spouse Stuart Grossman

Kate Simpson | President

@@
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From: Navatro's Office, Councilmember [Councilmember.Navarro@montgomerycountymd.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2019 9:06:59 AM

To: Council President
Subject: FW: Recommendation for William (Bill) Kirwan for the open position on the Planning

Board

From: Jennifer M. Kirwan -

Sent: Monday, June 10, 2019 8:20 PM

To: Navarro's Office, Councilmember <Councilmember.Navarro@montgomerycountymd.gov>
Subject: Recommendation for William (Bill) Kirwan for the open position on the Planning Board

Dear Council President Navarro,

As a small business owner who lives and operates her business within Montgomery County, | would like to
recommend William (Bill) Kirwan for the open seat on the Montgomery County Planning Board. As you can
see, his background is extensive, he is uniquely suited for the position, and has had a lifetime commitment to
the County in numerous ways.

-As an architect with a 31 year career focused on a community based practice in Montgomery

County.

-As a certified U.S. Green Building Council Leader in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED§ AP).
It seems imperative for at least one person on the Planning Board to be LEED certified and who
understands how to build and design cities in a way that is sensitive to our environment.

-As a member of the Montgomery County Historic Preservation Commission for the past 10 years (as
Chairman the last 5 years), that is an advisory commission to the Planning Board. ]

-As an active member of his Sligo Park Hills civic association. ‘

-As a strong advocate for public outreach and participation and the critical and indispensable role
they play in good decision making.

-As a life-long resident of Montgomery County.

-As a product of Montgomery County Public Schools.

-As a small business owner whose business is located within Montgomery County (Muse Architects).

-As a parent of three (3) MCPS students.
I also have the privilege to know Bill personally, he is my husband and friend. Knowing him as | do, | see his
dedication, his commitment, his keen ability to quickly narrow in on and understand important issues, his
thoughtfulness and fairness, and his unique professional qualifications for the position.
You could not have a person more dedicated to the County@s betterment than Bill Kirwan. | know that if
offered the position, Bill will make a serious and positive contribution to the future of our County.

I hope that you give Bill your full coﬁsideration for this open seat.
Sincerely,
Jennifer M. Kirwan

Jennifer Menassa Kirwan, AIA
Menassa Architecture, LLC

GU
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From: Navarro's Office, Councilmember [Councilmeinber.Navarro@montgomerycountymd.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2019 4:07:05 PM

To: Council President
Subject: FW: Support for Jennifer Russel for the Planning Board

From: Jean Casey «

Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2019 4:01 PM

To: Rice's Office, Councilmember <Councilmember.Rice@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Albornoz's Office,
Councilmember <Councilmember.Albornoz@montgomerycountymd.gov>

Cc: Friedson's Office, Councilmember <Counci|member.Friedson@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Glass's Office,
Councilmember <Councilmember.Glass@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Hucker's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Jawando's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Jawando@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Katz's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Katz@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Navarro's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Navarro@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Riemer's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov>

Subject: Support for Jennifer Russel for the Planning Board

Craig and Gabe,

I'am so pleased to write to you as former Black Rock Center for the Arts Board members about the candidacy
of Jennifer Russel for the Planning Board.

I know you are both aware of her extraordinary leadership as a Black Rock Board member herself and how
much time and successful effort she has put forth for fundraising throughout the years. What you may not
know is that her ability to gain corporate sponsorships and recruit a vibrant Gala committee (and a top-notch
auctioneer) this year meant a record-breaking bottom line for Black Rock. That is a significant feat.

However, it is not only her volunteer efforts, but also her work record and extensive planning background
which makes her ideally suited to be on the Planning Board. Planning and transportation have always been
both her career and her passion. She never tires of learning, discussing and working towards goals that have
benefited the infrastructure of Montgomery County. Her @voice§ is always well-researched, thoughtful and

clear.

While her expectations of herself and others are high, she is an excellent listener and mediator. She knows
how to bring divergent groups and opinions together. She helps others to see commonalities in their
viewpoints and to focus on the greater good.

You have an opportunity to appoint a hardworking, smart and effective member to the Planning Board. | hope
you know that Jennifer Russel is the right person to fulfill that role.

Jean Casey
Former Black Rock Board President

&
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From: Navarro's Office, Councilmember [Councilmember.Navarro@montgomerycountymd.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, June 11,2019 2:05:35 PM

To: Council President

Subject: FW: Candidate for Planning Board

From: smckreutershan@aol.com < e
Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2019 11:47 AM

To: Albornoz's Office, Councilmember <Counci|member.Albornoz@montgome_rycountymd.gov>; Friedson's
Office, Councilmember <Councilmember.Friedson@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Glass's Office,
Councilmember <Councilmember.Glass@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Hucker's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Jawando's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Jawando@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Katz's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Katz@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Navarro's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Navarro@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Rice's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Rice @ montgomerycountymd.gov>; Riemer's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov>

Subject: Candidate for Planning Board

June 11, 2019

Dear Members of the Montgomery County Council,

I am writing in support of the candidacy of Jennifer Russel for the Montgomery County Planning Board seat soon
to be vacated by Norman Dreyfuss.

Among the candidates for consideration, Ms. Russel stands out as uniquely qualified to become a successful
member of the Planning Board. She is a professional planner by education and experience and processes a unique skill set
and perspective. Ms. Russel worked as the lead Planner for the City of Gaithersburg for many years; as the Clarksburg
Ombudsman mediating a serious and high-profile problem in the Clarksburg community, the County, and the developers;
as a working member of the Zoning Advisory Panel during the comprehensive rewrite of the County Zoning Ordinance; as
a planner with Rogers Consulting; and as a leader in numerous volunteer positions in community organizations within the
County. She has worked in various planning-related positions within the County for over 30 years.

As the Council is aware, members of the Planning Board must have a working knowledge of the diverse
geographic and demographic areas of Montgomery County; an understanding of the complexity and nuances of the
County zoning and land use processes; and the ability to work collaboratively with the professional planning staff,

community members, and government officials and employees. Ms. Russel has proven herself over the years to be a
smart, hard-working, and dedicated individual in each of these arenas. If appointed to the Planning Board, Ms. Russel

could @hit the ground running on her very first day on the job.

For all of these reasons, I urge you to appoint Ms. Russel to the Planning Board.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.

Susan Reutershan

e
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From: Navarro's Office, Councilmember [Councilmember Navarro@montgomerycountymd.gov]
Sent: Monday, June 10, 2019 3:10:46 PM

To: Council President

Subject: FW: Planning Board in Montgomery County

From: Ann Myers <info@clarksburgchamberofcommerce.org>

Sent: Monday, June 10, 2019 3:01 PM
To: Albornoz's Office, Councilmember <Councilmember.Albornoz@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Friedson's

Office, Councilmember <Councilmember.Friedson@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Glass's Office,
Councilmember <Councilmember.Glass@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Hucker's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Jawando's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Jawando@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Katz's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Katz@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Navarro's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Navarro@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Rice's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Rice @montgomerycountymd.gov>; Riemer's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov>

Subject: Planning Board in Montgomery County

Dear County Council Members,

The Clarksburg Chamber of Commerce would like to highlight the experience and qualifications of
Jennifer Russel for the open seat on the Planning Board.

Over the years we have witnessed Jennifer€s deep understanding and advocacy on planning and
transportation related issues. We have witnessed her work to bring residents, businesses, and property

owners together to have a €seat at the table.€ She has the necessary skills to bring people together
and coalesce around the tough issues facing our county.

As you may know, Jennifer was the ombudsman for Clarksburg. The concerns of our citizens and
businesses in the Upcounty region do not always appear to be considered in housing, transportation,
transit and land use policies and we believe Jennifer's background and experience gives her the insight

and perspective that would benefit our citizens.

We ask that you strongly consider Jennifer Russel for this very important seat on the Planning Board.
She has superior skills in bringing people together, vast experience in planning, and has feet on the

ground experience here in the Upcounty.
Sincerely,
Ann Myers,

President, Clarksburg Chamber of Commerce

aZ
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June 10, 2019

Nancy Navatro

President, Montgomery County Council
100 Maryland Avenue

Rockville, Maryland 20850

Re: MNCPPC Planning Board Commissioner Appointment
Dear President Navarro and Councilmembers:

On behalf of the Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce (MCCC), thank you for the opportunity to
comment on the selection of the next Commissioner of the Montgomery County Planning Board. MCCC
members reviewed the application letters and conducted interviews with seven of the finalists. Our
community is fortunate to have so many qualified candidates with integrity and experience who would be
able to fulfill the duties of this position.

As you make your selection, we encourage you to consider the qualities required to be a successful
Planning Board member. Ultimately, MCCC’s recommendations are based on the perspective that it is
vitally important for our County’s economic viability to support business success through the planning
and land use process. Therefore, we are interested especially in a candidate’s approach to economic
development and needed transportation improvements, both roads and transit. In addition, knowledge of
relevant planning and development issues as well as a thoughtful, open-minded and deliberative approach

to managing the process are important.

Based on careful study of the application letters and the in-depth interviews we conducted, the
Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce recommends the following:

o Commissioner Recommendation — Jennifer Russel or Partap Verma

Both Jennifer Russel and Partap Verma bring positive experiences in community building and working
collaboratively with disparate interests to achieve this County’s land use, housing, and transportation

goals.
Warmest regards,

y 77

Georgette Godwin
President and CEO

cc:  Marc Elrich, County Executive
Montgomery County Delegation
Gus B. Bauman and Bob Elliott, Infrastructure and Land Use Committee Chairs

10 Lead, Advocate and Connect as the Vaice of Business
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From: Navarro's Office, Councilmember [Councilmember.Navarro@montgomerycountymd.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, June 11,2019 11:53:37 AM

To: Council President
Subject: FW: Sierra Club recommends Partap Verma for Planning Board

From: Dave Sears «

Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2019 11:26 AM

To: Navarro's Office, Councilmember <Councilmember.Navarro@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Friedson's
Office, Councilmember <Councilmember.Friedson@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Rice's Office,
Councilmember <Councilmember.Rice@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Katz's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Katz@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Hucker's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Hucker@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Albornoz's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Albornoz@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Glass's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Glass@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Jawando's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Jawando@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Riemer's Office, Councilmember
<Councilmember.Riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov>

Cc: dmichalfreedman@gmail.com

Subject: Sierra Club recommends Partap Verma for Planning Board

Dear Council President Navarro and County Councilmembers:

The Sierra Club Montgomery County Group is pleased to recommend Partap Verma for appointment to the
Montgomery County Planning Board. -

To arrive at our recommendation, we distributed a questionnaire on qualifications, transportation, smart growth,
and other climate/ environmental issues to the applicants selected by the Council for interviews. We received
responses from all six of the applicants, whom we then interviewed.

We identified a few broad criteria to help evaluate candidates for the current opening on the Board: (1)
extensive knowledge and experience with the Montgomery County planning process, especially in terms of
land use and transportation practices and policies; (2) a commitment to, and experience with, engaging
populations for whom there are often barriers to participation in the planning process; and (3) a vision of the
County that is responsive to the climate threat and that prioritizes smart growth so as to focus new
development in attractive, high density, walkable, mixed-use, mixed-income, transit-served communities, with

plenty of parks.

While all of the applicants we talked with impressed us with their thoughtfulness, congeniality and commitment
to public service, Partap Verma stood out for several reasons.

First, Partap has solid substantive credentials for the position. He has long-standing and successful experience
in promoting public transit for his mixed-income residential community and elsewhere in the County. He has
promoted civic engagement among his neighbors in Forest Glen, leading community planning and advocacy efforts.
Among other efforts, he has organized well-attended charettes, and large community events to bring neighborhoods and
local businesses together, started the blog €Finding Forest Glen, € established @Friends of Forest Glen and Montgomery
Hills,@ successfully advocated for transit infrastructure (CIP funds were accelerated for second Metro entrances at Forest
Glen and White Flint), played a leadership role on the Mid-County Citizens Advisory Board, and served as a volunteer

mediator in HOA disputes.

Second, as a first generation immigrant who grew up poor in Prince Georges and Montgomery counties, Partap
is aware through personal experience of the unmet needs of many segments of the County, including the need
for good transit services and for affordable housing located in attractive, high density, transit-served
@
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neighborhoods. Partap also has experience with ways to make the planning process more inclusive and
informed by a broader range of perspectives. In addition, he has demonstrated an ability to communicate
complex land use and transportation dilemmas to non-professionals -- he has written on planning issues to
engage and inform the general public, and contributed to the Forest Glen Redevelopment Report. which is posted on

the Planning Board website.

Third, Partap clearly has thought a great deal about the needs of our County residents and the land use and
transportation polices that would promote a flourishing Montgomery County. He presents an articulate vision of
how public transit, sidewalks, mixed use and mixed-income, inclusive and transit-oriented places can mesh
together to offer more choices to residents, greater equity, a stronger economy, and environmental

sustainability.

To be transparent, the Sierra Ciub Montgomery County Group notes that Partap Verma is currently a member

of the Group@s Executive Committee. He, of course, did not participate in any deliberations related to our
recommendation above; and he will step down from the Executive Committee if appointed to the Planning

Board.

On behalf of the Sierra Club Montgomery County Group, for the many reasons set forth above, we believe that
Partap Verma would be an excellent addition to the Planning Board.

Sincerely,

David W. Sears and Michal Freedman
Montgomery County Group
Sierra Club

&
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